The Bromeliad Cultivar Register 1998 shows the following

‘Fantastic Gardens’
(Mentelos*)
<1973   cv. of carcharodon(?) X concentrica(?) - (See 'Takemura Grande' & 'Grande') - Large wide leafed rosette of many leaves in apple-green heavily spattered and dotted with reddish-purple - blunt leaf tips richly eggplant colored and rolled under w/spike and heavy spines - flowers white w/purple - this cultivar of 'Takemura Grande' is identified with the Fantastic Gardens Nursery. 

KentCat1977, Grande 1:1ill, Zaghini 18ill, MB1998

‘Grande’ 1962 See 'Fantastic Gardens'- The name 'Grande' was used to identify the clone grown by Mentelos at Fantastic Gardens in the early 70's - Its use was superceded by calling the plant Grande 'Fantastic Gardens' and finally 'Fantastic Gardens'. It is a clone derived from 'Takemura Grande'.

SDDN1976ill, JBS22:60; 23:204ill; 28:175, KentCat1972

From James Elmore in Grande 1(1): 19. 1978

From that night on I knew I had to have one of those Takemuras. And any other Takemuras, or Grandes, or anything else similar. So began my search. Logue was willing to trade a pup of his Takemura for the one and only pup of my huge Vr. fenestralis acquired the year before on a trip to Brazil. And he was willing to trade also for his other, smaller Takemura clone, which is similar to the one we have come to know as 'Takemura Princeps'. After this, the others came in rapid progression. A `Grande' from Fantastic Gardens from Hazel Quilhot, a 'Takemura Princeps' from Herb Hill via Dennis Cathcart, a 'Takemura Grande' from Erv Wurthmann via Hazel Quilhot, a `Ralph Davis Improved Concentrica' from Bud Martin, a 'Takemura Princeps' and a `Fantastic Gardens Grande' from Charles Coolbaugh, a different `Fantastic Gardens Grande' from Ray Coleman, and another 'Takemura Princeps' and 'Takemura Grande' loaned for hybridizing by the Quilhots. Quite a lot of plants. All fairly similar, yet with many differences.

Clearly there is something amiss

Suggest the following

 Delete all under 

‘Fantastic Gardens’

‘Grande’

Under ‘Takemura Grande’ delete reference to ‘Fantastic Gardens’, Silver Heels’ and ‘Silverado’

Add

‘Fantastic Gardens’,  Mentelos* < 1973. No direct link with ‘Takemura Grande’. Elmore in Grande 1(1): 19. 1978 refers to ‘Grande Fantastic Gardens’ (H Quilhot), ‘Fantastic Gardens Grande’( C. Coolbaugh), and ‘Fantastic Gardens Grande’ (R Coleman) ALL different! The single word ‘Grande’ was also used by Mentelos in the early 1970’s.(see Kent’s catalogue 1979) Only one appears to have been used as a parent in further hybrids and this was shown as ‘Fantastic Gardens’ in the Bromeliad Cultivar Register 1998 in the ‘Isabel’ grex of hybrids and should have read ‘Grande Fantastic Gardens’. One of the hybridists involved in this was B. Dean Fairchild and he reports the following in May 2005 about ‘Grande Fantastic Gardens’  “ Obtained from Robert Wilson’s nursery ‘Fantastic Gardens’, Miami and looks like a cross of N. concentrica or N. melanodonta x N. coriacea because of the shape, dark tips and few spines of the leaves. It has slightly thicker leaves than N. concentrica and a coloration more like N. coriacea (a little darker than N. concentrica and a light dusting of trichomes) with an occasional unstable reddish line the length of the leaf and up to its width in some of the leaves. This variegation may appear on some pups and not others”

Add ‘Fantastic Gardens Grande’ see ‘Fantastic Gardens’

Add ‘Grande’ see ‘Fantastic Gardens’

Add ‘Grande Fantastic Gardens’ see ‘Fantastic Gardens’

